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Mr. Harris

1.  What does Leper's enlistment make Gene feel about the war?

2.  What conclusion does Leper come to about "everything" after he sees the war film? How does his conclusion apply to Gene? Phineas, and Leper?


3.  As the boys joke about Leper's "glories," what do they wonder about themselves and what do they hope about Leper?


4.  Describe the type of "world" Finny eventually creates for himself and Gene.


5. Explain how Gene convinces Brinker to go along with the Winter Carnival.


6.  Describe how Finny opens the Games of the Winter Carnival.


7.  What does Gene say Finny's "dance" was?

8.  To what does Gene attribute his surpassing himself in the Decathlon?

9. What occurs that causes the "special and separate" peace of that afternoon to drain away”?

10. Why does Leper sign the telegram he sends to Gene, “your best friend”?

11. In a brief jump in time into the year 1943, how did Gene explain that the war continued to elude him even after he joined the army? Why do you think the author included this change in time?


12. What does the "older" Narrator reveal about his army career?

13.  What conclusion does Gene come to about Leper's escape? Why would Gene want to believe this?

14. 
Why does Gene react with fear to Leper's use of the word psycho?

15. 
When Leper accuses Gene of being a "savage underneath," what example does he use to make his point? Do you think Gene is a "savage" or a "good boy"?

16. 
For what two reasons does Gene accept Leper's invitation to stay for lunch?

17. 
Explain why Leper thinks maybe it is the army that is psycho.

18. 
Describe how Gene reacts to the gory details of Leper's story.

19.  Why does Gene say he doesn’t care about what happens to Leper?  Does he mean what he says?

